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IN THE claims ! . 



Please am^nd thfe! claima as indicated: . 




1. (Amended) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 



a frame, said framfc defiirinjg a floor, 

a first floor panel pivoiedly associated with said frame for rotation about a generally horizontal 
first axis, slaid first floor pane] defining a first fioor surface; md 

a second floor parfcl gtid^M v pivotablv associaited with said first floor panels generally along a 

direction of travel orthogonal to said first horizontal axis, said second floor panel defining 
a second floor ^uffece; and 

a belt member disposed over an upper surface of said second floor panel, said belt member being 
configured- for Sliding displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said sec6nd fldoi: paitet relative to syd first floor panel, wh erein s^d belt member 
forms a length adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface 

wherein said second flbot panel defines an edge which forms a portion of a perimeter of said 
frame floor. 

2. (Origihal) lUe aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 further including at least one 
side panel pivotedly associated with said first floor panel for rotation about a side of said first 
floor panel, said side pianel defining.^- thix^d floor surface. 

3. (Original) The;airCraft engagement assembly 6f claim 2 further including a drive 
Structure associateid with- said side panel for drivingly rotating said side panel about an axis of 
rotation. 

4- (Original) The aitcrafl engagement assembly ;of claim 1 further comprising structure 
for displacing said second floor panel dlidiiigly along said fit^t floor paneL 
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5. (Original) The aijmft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein said first horizontd 
axis is ofiented petpcoidicidar to a direction of travel of ^aid second floor paneL 

6. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein said second floor 
panel is mechanically connected to said first floor panel: 

7. (Amended) An aircraft engagement lassembly for use in a passenger boarding bridge, 
said assembly comprising: 

a frame adapted fofr connection with a passenger boarding bridge, said frame defining a floor; 
a first floor panel havirigia first end positioned: adjacent said floor, said first floor panel being 

pivotedly ^socidted with said fi^e for rotatioti: about a first horizontal axis; 
a second floor panel, mechanically connected to said fir^t flobr panel for slidable displacement 

along said first flbor panel, said second floor panel being positioned wherein a first edge 

of said secbnd flcior panel forms an edge of said Ifloot; 
first structure for tpmptxrarily retaining said firSt floor panel in a preselected orientation relative 

to said fi^e; fli*4 

second structure fer forcedly displacing said second floor panel relative to said fi-ame, and 
a belt member disposed 'over an upper surface of said second floor panel, said belt member being 
configured; for sli4"^g displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said second floor panel relative to said first flbor panel, wherein said belt member 
forms a letigth adjuistable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface ^ 



8. (Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 7 wherein said first horizontal 
axis is oriented! generally orthogona l perpendicular to a direction of travel of said second floor 
panel. 



: 3 
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9. (Origirial) The aircraft engagement:a$sembly of claim 7 wherein said first floor panel 
includes two supplemental panels oriented parallel and spacedly from one another , said second 
floor panel being jiositiohod intermediate said two supplemental panels. 

10. (Original) Hie aircraft engagement assembly of claim 9 wherein said supplemental 
panels are adapted to rotate about said first horizontal axis* 

1 1 . (Amended) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 
a frame, said frame defining a floor; 

a first floor panel pivotedly associated with said frame for rotation about a generally horizontal 
first axis, s^aid first floor panel defining a first floor surface; and 

a second floor panel pivdte^ly associated with said franie for rotation about a generally 

horizontal second axis, said second floor panel defining a second floor surface; and 

a_belt member disposed over an upper surface jof said second floor panel, said belt member being 
configured! for aliding displacemertt over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said second fldor panel relative to said first floor panels whetein said belt mmiber 
forms a length acMustable second flo_or_surface disposed proximate said first floor surface. 

wherein said second floor .panel defines an edge which forms a portion of a perimeter of said 
fi:ame floor. 

1-2. (Original) THe aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 1 further comprising structure 
for rotating said scjcond floor panel about said second horizontal axis. 

13. (Am ended)' The aircraft engagement assembly of claim U wherein said first 
horizontal axis is briented erihogonol perpendicular to said second horizontal axis. 
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14. (Origiaal) THe aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 1. wherein said second floor 
panel is positioned adjaceint said first floor panel. 

15. (Origiiial) THe aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 further conaprising structure 
for displacing said second floor panel slidingiy within said first floor panel. 



( Cancelled) 



(Am^ded) :1rhe aircraft engagement assembly of claim 16 1 wherein a proximal 
end of said bch member is secured to said first floor patiel. 



P 

rift. ( 



.(Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 4 6 1 wherein a distal end 
of said belt member is secured to said first floor panel. 



d belt member is secured to said first floor panel. 



^)S. (Original) the aircraft engagement assembly of clain^tS wherein said distal end of 
said belt member is fitted with a cable structure, said cable structure being trained about a pulley 
structure attached to said second floor patiel» said cable structure being further secured to said 
first floor panel, i . . 




(Origiiial) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein said first floor panel 
includes two lateril edges, said assembly further including at least one side panel pivotedly 
attached :to said frame foi- rotation about a horizontal third axis, said side panel forming a third 
floor surface extending^ from said frame to one of said lateral edges of said first floor panel. 

^ I : 

. (Origjial) TMe a&craft assembly of claim^ wherein said third floor surface extends 
from said jrame to a lateral edge of said second floor panel. 
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.^n^Origiial) The aircraft assembly of claim ^'farther including a drive stnictare for 
drivingly rotating kid Side panel about said horizontal third axis- 

(Amended) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising; 
a frame, said frame defining a floor; 

a first floor panel ^)ivotedly associated with said frame for rotation about a generally horizontal 
first axis, skid first floor panel defining a first floor surface; and 

a second floor panel pivotedly associated with :said frame floor rotation about a generally 
horizontal Second axis, said second floor panel defming a second floor surface; and 

a b elt member disposed ovet an upper surface of said second floor paneL said belt member being 
conficiiredjfor sliding displacement, QVCT_sa^ upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said second fl^oY panel retlative to said furst fldor panel, wherein said belt member 
forms a length adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface 

wherein said second floor panel is positioned intermediate an edge of said first floor panel and an 
edge of said framie floot, 

(Original) The airctafl engagement assembly of clsdm^ lurther comprising structure 
for rotating said fifst flodt panel about said first horizontal axis, 

(Original) The dittafl engagenlent assembly of claim-^ further comprising structure 
for rotating said seicottd floor panel about said second horizontal axis. 

^ I ■ ; ^ 

(Origitial) the aircraft engagement assembly of claim^ wherein said first horizontal 
axis is oriented pai^llel to said second horizontal axis. 
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(Origitial) the aircraft engagement assembly of claimS^herein said first horizontal 
axis is oriented co^^linedr with said second horizontal axis. 

(Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein said second floor 
panel is positioned adjacent said first floor panel. 




(Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 Wherein said second floor 
panel is positioned intermediate an edge of said first flo6r panel and said fiame floor. 




4? 



(Amended) An aiixsraft engagement assembly for use in a passenger boarding bridge, 
said assembly comprising; 

a frame adapted f6r cofiriectidn with a passenger boarding bridge, said frame defining a floor; 

a first floor panel lkaving:=a first end positioned adjacent said floor, said first floor panel being 
pi votedly associated with said frame for rotation about a first horizontal axis; 

a second floor panfel, having a first end positiohed adjacent said floor, said second floor panel 
being pivotedly associated with said frame for rotatioti about a second horizontal axis, 
said second floor panel being positioned intermediate a first edge of said first floor panel 
ahd an edgb of said floor; 

first structure for tiempdrkrily retaining said first floor panel in a preselected orientation relative 
to said frame; atld : i 

second structure for temporarily retaining said: second floor panel in a preselected orientation 
relative to kaid firame : and 

a belt member disposed over an upper surface of said second floor paneL said belt member bein^ 
configuredlfor sliding^ displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacanent 
of said second floor panel relative to said first floor paneL wlierein said belt member 
forms a length Adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface^ 
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jp. ( Amended). Tlie iurcraft engagement assembly of claim3ff vvherdn said first 
horizontal axis is oriented generally orthogontJ perpendicular to a direction of passenger travel 
over said first floof panel; . . 

X. (Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim^Vherein said second 
horizontal axis is Oriented generally orthogonal perpendicular to a ditection of passenger travel 
over said second floor panel 

;53. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim^ wherein said first floor 
panel includes a si^I^Aental panel rotatably ^sociated with said first floor panel, said 
supplemental panel exti^ding between said first floor panel and said second floor panel when 
said panels are positioned in a generally horizontal orientation. 

(Origiial) Ttie aircraft engagement assembly of claim^'whercin said supplemental 
panel is adapted to rotate about an axis oriented parallel :to an edge of said first floor panel. 

5r (Origiiial) The ahrctaft engagement assembly of claim^^ wherein said first floor 
panel defines two opposing edges, spacedly positioned &om one another, said assembly further 
comprising two si^e panelS:» each said side panel being liinged to a respective said edge of said . 
first floor panel, each said side panel being postionable in a first orientation co-planar with a 
plane of a floor sutface^ defined by said first floor paneUjeach said side panel being also 
positionable in a second; orientation wherein said side panel extends tipwardly fi^m ^aid first 
floor panel at an angel firom said plane of said first floor! surface to form a border guard for said 
floor surface. ' ; : 
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